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NATIONAL PROSPERITY.—A THANKSGIVING SERMON. 
He hath not dealt so with any nation —Psaum 147: 20. 


Ir is obvious that this sentence is elliptical, and needs the inter- 
polation of the word other, both to make it conformable to the 
present idiom of our language, and to express the meaning of the 
author. ‘He hath not dealt so with any other nation.” 

The gooduess of God to the people of Israel, His distinguish- 
ing mercies to the nation which He had chosen for Himself, is a 
theme to which the mind of the Psalmist seems ever to revert, let 
the subject which he had undertaken to celebrate be what it may. 

For instance, when he would set forth the wonders and the glories 
of creation ; when he speaks, in all the glowing language of the 
most exalted poetry, of the works of God,—whether seen in the 
“heavens”’ which His hands had made,—the “‘ moon and the stars” 
which He had ordained—or in the “ great sea,” wherein are all 
manner of living things; or in the fields and forests with which 
the earth is covered and adorned, with all their varied productions 
of flowers, and grass, and trees; or in the air with all its happy 
inhabitants ;—he returns again and again to his beloved theme, 
the goodness of God to His ‘chosen nation,”’ to His ‘ Zion,” to - 
His ‘‘ Jerusalem,” as manifested in those spiritual blessings which 
constituted their noblest inheritance. 

In some instances, his mind, after descanting on the works of 
Creation and Providence, pours itself forth in praise and adoration 
for God’s distinguishing favors to His people, in the closing verses 
of a psalm. Sometimes he mingles both together, and passes from 
one subject to the other, as if the contemplation of God’s good- 
ness and glory in the works of Creation and Providence led him 
directly to the contemplation of those displayed in the religious 
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economy which He gave to His people, and the gracious revela- 
tion of His will which is identified with that economy. Of this 
the psalm from which the text is taken is a remarkable instance. 
‘¢ Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the 
harp unto our God; who covereth the heaven with clouds, who 
prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the 
mountains. He giveth to the beast his food, to the young ravens 
which cry. He delighteth not in the strength of the horse: He 
taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. ‘The Lord taketh plea- 
sure in them that fear Him, in those that hope in His mercy, 
Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. For He 
hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; He hath blessed th 
children within thee. He maketh peace in thy borders, and fillet 
thee with the finest of the wheat. He sendeth forth His com- 
mandment upon earth: his word runneth very swiftly. He giveth 
snow like wool: he scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. He cast- 
eth forth His ice like morcels: who can stand before His cold? 
He sendeth out His word, and melteth them:.He causeth His 
wind to blow, and the waters to flow: He sheweth His word 
unto Jacob, His statutes and His judgments unto Israel. He hath 
not dealt so with any nation: and as for His judgments they have 
not known them. Praise ye the Lord.” 

But it is when the Psalmist undertakes to recount the dealings 
of God with the Jews asa nation, and gives us those beautiful 
epitomes of their history which are contained in some of his sweet 
lyrical compositions, which are perfect models of this sort of writ- 
ing, that we meet most frequently with those outburstings of a 
grateful heart, filled with holy joy and gratitude in the retrospective 
survey of God’s goodness, temporal and spiritual, to the people 
over whom he was called in his providence to reign. How he 
delights to celebrate God’s goodness to them as a people from the 
first! How often he reverts to His wonders in Egypt, in the Red 
Sea, in the Wilderness, and during the period of their becoming 
planted in the land promised of old to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
But great as was His providential goodness to them as a nation, it 
was as nothing in comparison with His spiritual blessings, the 
chiefest of which was the fact that He had made them the deposi- 
taries of His “ word,” His “ statutes,”? His ‘testimonies,’ His 
‘¢ judgments,’ His “ ordinances,” His “ precepts.”? His soul 
seems as if it could not find words adequate to express its admira- 
tion of that glorious Revelation which God had made of His will 
and character to the people of Israel, and which had not then been 
imparted to other nations. 
wv And well might the Psalmist extol the goodness of Jehovah to . 
the nation to which he belonged, and over which he was made a 


‘ruler. Never had nation such a wonderful history! They were 


God’s chosen race; He watched over them from their infancy as 








NATIONAL PROSPERITY. 275 


a people; He brought them out of Egypt with a mighty hand; led 
them through the wilderness, Himself marching at their head in 
the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night. He 
droye out the heathen from the land which he had given by pro- 
mise to Abraham and his seed, and planted them there. And not- 
withstanding their frequent departures from His ordinances, and 
their grievous offences as a people, He still watched over them as 
a father, and interposed to save them from the destruction which 
their sins had so often provoked and so richly merited. It is no 
wonder that he so frequently exclaims in some of these historical 
psalms: ‘ O that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and 
tor His wonderful works to the children of men !”’ 

But if the Psalmist could exclaim, in reviewing the dispensa- 
tions of God towards the Jews: ‘‘ He hath not dealt so with an 
other nation,” I think that there is a sense and a measure in which 
we also may employ similar language in reference to his dealings 
with our own nation. Surely on many accounts we may say with 
truth: He hath not dealt with any other nation in modern times 
as He hath dealt with us! To convince ourselves of this we have 
only to take a faithful and grateful retrospective notice of His 
dealings with us from the first to the present day. 


I. The origin of this nation has been a wonderful display of 
the goodness of God. 

With the exception of the Jews, never had nation such an ori- 
gin. No colonies planted by Egypt or Phenicia, Greece or 
Rome, in ancient times, can be compared with those planted on 
our shores, from which has sprung our happy nation. Nor yet 
those which France, Spain, and Portugal have planted on our con- 
tinent in modern days. Let us consider for a moment the circum- 
stances which led to a large part of the emigrations from Furope 
to this land in the 17th century, and the character of those who 
left the Old World for this portion of the New, and we cannot fail 
to be convinced of the truth of the position just assumed. 

1. The colonization of New England is known to all who have 
any definite acquaintance with the origin of this nation. It forms 
a wonderful chapter in the history of England as well as of our 
own country. Thousands of the best Christians of Old England, 
who had committed no crime,—who loved their country notwith- 
standing the hard usage they received in it—after having ff vain 
sought to maintain and promote a purer Protestantism than the 
imperfectly accomplished Reformation of the 16th century had giv- 
en to their country, were compelled to seek refuge and freedom of 
conscience, in the wilderness which covered the shores of what is 
now New England. There they planted colonies which gradually 
spread over all that part of these United States, and whose descen- 
dants are now found scattered over all our land, especially the 





t 


an ee a 


one 


oe een? 


ee a An a ee 








276 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


north western part,—everywhere bearing those distinctive charac- 
teristics which a Puritan Faith had given their ancestors. On the 
shores of New England were set up those remarkable christian 
commonwealths which in after times were destined to exert so 
great an influence on our whole country and the world. They 
were consecrated to God and his Gospel, and they have not dis- 
appointed the hopes of those who were their founders. 

The Fathers of New England—the “ Pilgrim Fathers” of 
blessed memory—were not perfect men. ‘They committed some 
very grave errors in the politico-ecclesiastical economy which they 
created. Their minds were not free from all the wrong opinions 
which prevailed in their day, in all parts of Christendom, respect- 
ing the right of the civil magistrate to interfere in sacred things. 
Nor did they well understand the rights of conscience. But they 
were much in advance of the rest of mankind on many subjects, 
not even excluding those just referred to. They aimed at doing 
some | gow and good thing for God and for posterity ; and God has 
owned, and posterity blessed, their noble efforts. From less than 
22,000 colonists have sprung nearly five millions of -people—in 
New England and out of it—who have no superiors, taken as a 
body, in the world, for intelligence, industry, enterprise, sound 
morality, and a knowledge of true Christianity. 

2. Whilst the colonization of New England was going on, that 
of the Southern States, which had an earlier commencement by 
a few years, was advancing. But the colonists from England 
who settled in the South were very different, as a body, from those 
who sought a home in the North. Nevertheless, there were 
among them not a few who desired, by emigrating to the New 
World, not only to enlarge the boundaries of the kingdom within 
which they were born, and to which they were sincerely attached, 
but also to promote the growth of that which consists in righteous- 
ness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. The conversion of the 
‘¢ Savages” was one of the objects which they had at heart, and 
this led them at an early day to lay the foundation of schools, in 
which “‘ Heathen youths” might be taught the Gospel. Still a 
great majority were men of the loose faith and irreligious character 
of the political party to which they had belonged in England— 
the ‘ Cavaliers”—the antipodes in religion and politics to the 
‘¢ Puritans” and “Roundheads,”’who founded the northern colonies. 
One of the southern colonies was originally Roman Catholic—a 
fact which marked still further the difference in character between 
the first settlers of the two great sections of our country. 

Between the Northern and Southern Colonies lay the territory 
which was claimed by Holland ; and, on the banks of the Hudson, 
emigrants from that country had planted themselves, before the 
people of John Robinson established themselves at ‘“¢ New Ply- 
mouth.” And, although commercial enterprise and merely colonial 
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settlements for trade with the aborigines, were the predominating 
motives which led to the formation of the Dutch settlements in 
New Netherlands, yet it is unquestionably true, that pious people 
came over at a very early period, who planted the institutions of 
religion there, and contributed to the extension of Christ’s king- 
dom in that direction. ' 

Thus was colonization commenced in the southern, middle, and 
northern portions of our country bordering on the sea. And, from 
what has just been stated, it is evident that there was a great de- 
ficiency in the first named two sections, of that evangelical. and 
effective piety which prevailed in the last. 

But, mark the providence of God, which so mercifully interposed 
to cause that deficiency to be made good, in some measure at least, 
by causing a subsequent colonization, of a very different character, 
to go forward in the middle and southern portions of our country. 
For this purpose, he permitted persecution and oppression in the 
Old World, to cause thousands of excellent men to emigrate to this 
land from countries which had at first contributed nothing to the 
colonization of these United States. 

3. From the British realm came many people of sterling principle 
and well-tried attachment to the pure:Gospel. The attempt to 
enforce Prelacy, and all its semi-Popish dogmas and ceremonies, 
upon the sturdy followers of John Knox, led very many to abandon 
Scotland for America, bringing with them their indomitable love 
of a Calvinistic, faith and a Presbyterian form of church govern- 
ment. And,-as\their influence: was not needed in New England, 
(where, indeed, their ecclesiastica] preferences would nat have been 
acceptable to the followers of Brown), the providence of God di- 
rected their steps to New Jersey, New-York, Pennsylvania, Vir- 
ginia, and the Carolinas. To.the same sections of our country 
went the pious people who left the North of Ireland and the Prin- 
cipality of Wales,—less from the motive of actual persecution than 
from a desire of greater security and more ample enjoyment of re- 
ligious liberty. These streams of emigration, though much less 
than that from Scotland, contributed to augment the amount of 
piety in the middle and southern colonies. 

4. But let us look to the Continent, and remark what was going 
on there, and its influence upon this country. In France persecu- 
tion had scarcely ceased since the first attempts, in the reign of 
Francis I., to introduce the Reformation. Under Henry II. (the 
son and successor of Francis I.), and his three sons, Francis IL., 
Charles IX., and Henry III., who succeeded him, as well as dur- 
ing the reign of Louis XIII., the Protestants were harassed ‘and 
persecuted almost without cessation. It was only under the reign 
of Henry IV. that they had quiet, and a partial mapa of their 
religious rights, and that during a comparatively brief period. 
Under the dominion of Louis XIV., their sorrows and sufferings 
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reached their acmé. The revocation of the Edict of Nantes: drove 
seven hundred thousand Huguenots out of that land, many of whom 
came to America, either directly or by way of England or Holland. 
With the exception of some hundreds who settled in the colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, those excellent and pious people planted them- 
selves in the middle States (especially in New-York) and in the 
South, thus increasing the amount of evangelical influence in those 
important sections. 

5. About the same time, and owing to the infamous conduct of the 
same arch-enemy of the Protestant religion, Louis XIV. caused 
thousands of excellent Germans to quit the Palatinate, for the sake 
of the truth and of conscience, and seek refuge in the wildernesses of 
America. These all settled in Pennsylvania and the southern por. 
tions of the country. - This was the commencement of the emi- 
— from the land of Luther to our shores—~an emigration which 

as continued to our day with increasing activity. 

6. Still more.’ From distant Poland came a colony of some two 
hundred souls, under the conduct of a Count Sobieski (a relative 
of the Great Sobieski), who sought protection in the enjoyment of 
their faith, on the banks of the Raritan, in what is now the State 
of New Jersey. 

7. Itis matter of certainty, that there came from the mountains in 
Bohemia, by way of Holland, some of the followers of Huss, to 
find an asylum in our country. Whilst the records of the colony of 
New-York prove thatsomesix hundred Waldenses cameby thesame 
route, from their mountain-valleys in Piedmont, to the same blessed 
as “7 for the persecuted and oppressed in all parts of the Old 

orld. 

8. The colony of Swedes, planted on the banks of the Delaware, 
was projected by the great and good Gustavus Adolphus, not only 
as a place where the “common man” of Sweden might improve 
his fortunes, but where the “‘ oppressed” and “ persecuted” of all 
countries might find a refuge, and especially those of Germany, 
where the Romanists, backed by the Emperor, had done all that 
they could to vex and injure the Protestants and destroy their faith. 

9. Persecution caused William Penn to seek an asylum in America 
for his peace-loving brethren in England, by founding the colony 
which derived its name in part from his own. 

It would thus appear that the men who made the secondary co- 
lonization, if I may so speak, of our happy land, came from at least 
ten different countries in Europe, and that persecution and oppres- 
sion for the Protestant faith, was the cause of their emigration from 
as many as seven of them. And, what must excite our grateful sur- 
prise, a very large proportion of them settled in the middle and 
southern colonies, where they were most needed to make up the 
deficiency, in respect to piety and sound doctrine, in the original, 
the sub-stratal, plantation. 
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Surely, the origin of this nation was wonderful! What pains, 
if I may so express myself, did the Almighty Ruler of the universe 
take to have the foundations of this great empire—this vast com- 
monwealth—laid in the knowledge and influence of a pure Chris- 
tianity. Surely, in this respect, we may say: “ He hath not dealt 
so with any other nation.” 

II. The history of this country, from the first, illustrates the 
wonderful goodness of God to us as a nation. He planted the 
“vine” of his own choosing in this land, and did not allow it to be 
trodden down by the wild boar of the forests. With His own hand 
he protected it against all rude assaults. He permitted neither 
famine nor pestilence, nor war, to extirpate the colonies which 
were, at the outset, planted at points widely separated one from 
another. When He allowed adversities of one sort and another to 
befall them, it was only to give them greater strength and firmness 
—just as the oak is rendered more vigorous by the rude blasts to 
which it becomes habituated. During a century and three quarters 
of colonial existence, this nation was receiving its character, under 
circumstances eminently favorable to forming a great people. The 
hardships of commercial and agricultural life in a new world, were 
in the highest degree conducive to the development of a manly 
energy and successful enterprise. Nor was the hard usage received 
at the hands of the mother country of no account in this course of 
moral, intellectual, physical and political discipline. 

He who can not see God’s hand in the colonial history of this 
country, can see nothing aright. He that conducted his chosen 
people through the desert, from Egypt to Palestine, and planted 
them in a country bordering on the sea, thus intending that va 
should be a maritime nation, as well as agricultural and pastoral, 
led our fathers across the great ocean to this land, while it was yet 
a wilderness, and planted them in one of the fairest portions of the 
earth, And He who interposed so often to save Israel from de- 
struction at the hands of their enemies, watched over the infant 
colonies of this country, and allowed neither the savages in the 
forests, nor papal enemies in the countries beyond those savages, 
to prevail against them. 

And when the time arrived for the emancipation of these colonies 
from the state of dependence in which they had long been, in re- 
lation to England, and their fusion into one homogeneous nation, 
how wonderful were the dealings of God towards them. During 
eight long years of war He led them, by the agency of the distin- 
guished men, whom his providence had raised up for them—and 
especially by him whom all delight to call the father of his coun 
—from a state of vassalage to that of freedom—from a coloni 
condition to independence and greatness. He gave wisdom to 
their counsels, maintained union among their ranks, inspired them 
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with courage and perseverance, raised up friends for them abroad, 
and, in the end, crowned their efforts with glorious success. : 
.‘ And, since the commencement of the era of independence, how 
gracious have been the dispensations of God towards this land. 
Through what trials has He carried us! Through what scenes of 
doubt and deep solicitude has He safely led us, opening up a way 
for us, when there appeared nothing but an insuperable barrier be- 
fore us! How often has He appeared to shed a glorious light 
through the thick gloom and darkness which overhung our path-. 
way ! How often has He, through the counsels of wise men, poured 
the oil of peace and concord on the troubled waves of popular and 
sectional strife! How often has He saved us from disastrous col- 
lisions with foreign nations, and from the still more disastrous evils 
of war among ourselves! And when he permitted us, as a pun- 
ishment for our sins, to fall into an unhappy contest with England, 
more than thirty years ago, in His mercy He did not allow it to be 
one of very long continuance. Let us hope that the deplorable 
war in which we have been so unexpectedly and so unhappily in- 
volved with a southern neighbor, will, through His invoked and 
gracious interference, be brought to a speedy conclusion. He that 
has so often interposed to save us as a people,—* because His 
goodness endureth for ever’’—will not desert us in our present exi- 
gency, if we seek Him with hearts contrite for our many national 
sins. 
Surely, therefore, we may well exclaim, in reviewing the good- 
ness of God as manifested in the history of our country: “ He hath 
not dealt so with any other nation !” “0 194 


IIT. But most of all does this goodness appear in the great spir- 
itual mercies which He has’ bestowed upon us'as a people. 

1. And first of all, this land is blessed with the Sabbath beyond 
all other countries in Christendom, save Great Britain.* 

It has ‘fallen to my lot to see all the countries in Christendom, 
except the Spanish and Portuguese portions of our own Continent ; 
and for these no one will, for a moment, plead an exclusion from 
the category of Sabbath-negiecting countries. And I can truly 
affirm that there is nothing in all the circumstances of our country 
which strikes my nfind so favorably as the fact, that this entire 
nation, to so great an extent, enjoys the Sabbath. That there is 
the open and flagrant violation of the Sabbath, in very many ways 
—by travelling on our public roads and on our rivers, and by excur- 
sions for pleasure and for sin, in the neighborhood of our cities and 
towns,—is not to be denied. There is here ample room for refor- 
mation; and the evil in question demands the most strenuous 
efforts of the good, and even of the patriotic, to effect its removal. 
But let us not be ungrateful for the good we do enjoy. Let us bless 


* I use the words Great Britain, in their most restricted sense, to denote only Eng- 
land, Wales, and Scotland. 
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God that the Sabbath is as widely enjoyed, and as greatly respected 
as itis. It is one of Heaven’s choicest blessings to mankind. It 
secures to the poor man repose, and leisure for self-improvement ; 
and gives time to all to prepare for another life. It isa blessing to 
the very brute creation which toils for the benefit of man. And all 
experience proves that no individuals, no nations even, pursue so 
certain and profitable an industry as those who observe one day in 
seven, as a day of rest and of religious instruction. 

There is Sabbath-breaking in this land—there is much of it. 
But we do not begin to know what the neglect of the Fourth Com- 
mandment means, in comparison with all the other nations in 
Christendom, with the solitary exception which Ihave made. Let 
the man who would comprehend this evil in all its phases, and in 
all its extent, visit France, Belgium, Spain, Italy, Austria,—in 
Papal Christendom,—and portions of Germany, Holland, Den- 
mark, and Swedei—in that which is Protestant—and although 
he will find a decided difference in favor of the latter, he will 
return to our happy country, praising God for the blessings of the 
Sabbath, as well as for the general appreciation of it, which 
prevail among us. 

2. This is the land of the Bible. In this respect our country is 

eminently favored. The Word of God is found very extensively 
in the possession of this nation. Widely different is the state of 
things in most parts of Christendom. With respect to them it 
may be said—“ His judgments they have not known.” To us He 
has showed His “‘ Word,” His “ Statutes,” and His “ Judgments.” 
As to the number of those who do not possess the Scriptures, how- 
ever great it may be, it is wholly inconsiderable in comparison 
with those who do. And all may have them if they will, for the 
Sacred Volume is for sale in every village in this land. Great 
efforts are continually making to supply the families which are 
destitute. There will always be destitution, owing to the rapid 
mcrease of our population by births and by immigration. But 
it will constantly be in a process of being supplied. 
_ God has emphatically imparted his Word to this nation. Nor 
is there wanting a wide-spread respect for the Sacred Oracles. 
There are few men of influence and intelligence in our country 
who do not consider the Bible indispensable both to our religious 
hopes and our political prosperity. It is justly regarded as God’s 
book, and the people’s book. And it is one of the greatest glories 
of this land that it is the land of the Bible. 

Let me add that ours is a land of Sabbath schools and Bible 
classes, institutions whose chief object is to read and study the Word 
of God. It is true that there is great room for improvement. The 
Bible is not as much read as it ought to be among us—far from it. 
Yet it is read and appreciated to a degree unknown in almost all 
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other paris of Christendom, and this is one of the foundations of 
our hope for this nation. 

’ 3. This is a land where the Gospel, in simplicity and power, is 
preached very extensively and successfully. It is regularly pro- 
claimed in at least fifty thousand places in these United States, 
with greater or less frequency—in churches, court-houses, school- 
houses, and private houses. And the means of grace are very 
widely enjoyed by us as a nation. The number of those who can- 
not hear the Gospel, if they will, is incomparably smaller than in 
most of the Protestant countries of Europe, to say nothing of those 
whether in the Old World or the New, in which the glorious Re- 
formation has not shed its blessings. 

There is, indeed, much to be done to give to many parts of our 
country, as the population increases, a more adequate enjoyment 
of this great blessing. And this work must be prosecuted with 
vigor, if we would save our country from the evils of irreligion and 
vice, and consequently of anarchy and despotism. But let us 
acknowledge the goodness of God in granting, to so great an extent 
as we possess, the blessing of the preached Gospel. _ 

4, In connexion with this, I would remark that Religious 
Liberty is one of the greatest blessings which Divine Providence 
has conferred upon our country. And here I mean, by Religious 
Liberty, the‘ enjoyment of the right to preach Christ’s Gospel 
where and when men desire to have it preached—the right to hear 
it—the right to believe the Gospel in what appears to be its true 
meaning ; and the right to profess that belief under all circum- 
stances, and in such modes as commend themselves to what are, 
in our opinion, the requirements of the Word of God. 

There is no power in this land that has dared to prevent the 
preaching of the Gospel to any class of men. There is no State in 
our Union where it is necessary to have the consent of a magis- 
trate, or of any other member of the government, to opening a 
place of worship, or to holding a meeting in any house, private or 
public, the use of which can be obtained, And this liberty is ex- 
tended to all. It is not the right of a favored Sect or Church. It 
~ - birth-right of every man who breathes the air of this happy 

and. 

Ours is the only country in all Christendom in which there is no 
union of Church and State, and where there is no coercion or op- 
pression of conscience. For, where that unhallowed alliance 
exists, there must, from necessity, be injustice and interference 
with religious freedom. What greater wrong than to require me 
to support a Church, whose doctrines, or whose modes of worship, 
are abhorrent to my views of the Gospel? Blessed be God, what- 
ever evils we may have to mourn over—and we have many—this 
is not to be found among them. : 

, How different is the state of things in all other parts of Chris- 
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tendom! Even in Great Britain, where Religious Liberty is 
nearest being complete, the overshadowing influence of an esta- 
blished Church, is eminently pernicious. On the Continent the 
case is infinitely worse. In many of the Protestant countries, as 
well as Roman Catholic, there is not even toleration—a word 
which ought not to exist so far as religion is concerned. And what 
is almost incredible, there are even Protestant countries in the Old 
World where toleration for a different form of Protestant worship, 
even when there is not a shadow of difference in doctrine, is not 
allowed. Worse still, there are Protestant countries where it is not 
allowed to the favored Denomination or Church, to have more 
places of worship, even at their own charges, than those which the 
government hasauthorised! If this is not a despotism more cruel 
than death—for its effects extend far beyond the hour of death—I 
know not what may be denominated such. 

Of all the calamities to which a conscientious Christian can be 
subjected I deem that to be the greatest by which he is not allowed 
to hear the Gospel preached by a man, whose mode of sewn | 
it ise consonant to his taste or his judgment. What greater evi 
than to be compelled to hear the Gospel preached, perhaps, by a 
man whom you cannot believe to be a = man, or who does not 
appear to be acquainted with it, in all its saving and sanctifying 
influences. This is, in my opinion, the greatest of all evils. In 
comparison with this, temporal losses are insignificant. Not to 
enjoy the preaching of the Gospel from those in whom we have 
confidence ; and still more, to be forced to hear it from those whom 
we deem most unworthy, or incapable, to preach it at all, is a 
great evil. In comparison with this the existence of many sects 
and denominations among us is a positive blessing, for it enables 
men to hear the Gospel from those whom they prefer. 

Our Religious Liberty is, therefore, one of our greatest blessings. 
Without it, all other blessings would be wholly insignificant. In 
this respect, as well as in so many others, we may well exclaim— 
“‘ He hath not dealt so with any other nation !” 


CONCLUSION. 


_In view of the goodness of God to us as a nation—from our ori- 
gin to the present day,—we cannot but see that we are called upon 
—even this whole people—to render devout thanksgivings to the 
Author of all our mercies. Surely it becomes us to praise His name 
for all the benefits which we,have received at His hands. He hath 
not dealt so with any other nation of modern times. It is good 
that we should give thanks, and His praise is every way a befitting 
employment on this occasion.* He has been good to us—em- 
phatically soas a nation. Let us offer unto Him the tribute of 


, *The‘recent day of thanksgiving appointed by many of the governors of our States. 
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grateful thanksgiving to-day ; and every day, indeed, of our lives, 
Let us stir ourselves up to the performance of this great duty. Let 
us for this purpose often recall, in a distinct and deliberate manner, 
the goodness of God towards us as a people, and thus excite our 
hearts to grateful emotions and their appropriate expression. This 
is obviously a most important and sacred duty. 

And yet it is to be feared that it is one which is sadly neglected. 
Ingratitude to God is a great sin—it is a very heinous and grie- 
vous one. It is, I think, one of the greatest of all our national 
and individual offences. We are an ungrateful people. Our 
vanity and pride are disgusting, and Heaven-insulting. There is 
not a nation on earth which has so much for which to be grateful ; 
and yet who among us realizes this as he ought, and renders to 
God the gratitude which is His due? How ready are we to mur- 
mur and rebel! We are never satisfied. Prosperity renders us 
not only ungrateful, but also atheistical. ‘Has not my hand got- 
ten me this wealth,” we are ready to ask, forgetting Him “in 
whose hand our breath is, and whose are all our ways.”” May 
God, in his mercy, give us a better spirit, even one of humble 
obedience, and of devout gratitude for all his blessings. 

2. Ithink it is eminently a duty, this day, to confess and deplore 
our national sins, and entreat God to forgive them all for Christ’s 
sake. Surely our sins are very numerous and great. And we 
have just reason to fear, lest on account of our aggravated trans- 
gressions, the judgments of Heaven may fall upon us, and even 
that the great blessings, which we have so long and so dreadfully 
abused, may be taken away from us. There are many things in 
our present circumstances as a nation which should awaken serious 
apprehension, lead to unfeigned confession of our sins, and excite 
to earnest prayer and supplication, that the evils which we have so 
much reason to dread, may not be allowed to come upon us. It 
cannot be denied by any one that there are some clouds gathering 
in our horizon that are not a little portentous. Now, if ever, 
is the time that calls for a deprecation of merited wrath, as well as 
thanksgivings for past and present mercies. 

3. The fact that God hath dealt with us as he has not with any 
other nation, lays us under peculiar and very powerful obligations 
to do what we can to impart to others the blessings of his Gospel, 
which are our distinguishing,—our crowning mercies,—the source 
of our past prosperity, as well as our pledge for the future. We 
owe everything, under God, to the pure Christianity whioh has so 
gues and so benignly shed its radiance upon our land. A 

ouble duty is elearly resting upon us—on one hand, to maintain 
and perpetuate among ourselves the glorious blessings of the Gos- 
pel; and on the other, to extend them to other lands which are 
still destitute of them. It cannot be that God has taken such 
pains to plant this nation, to watch over it with such care, and 
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raise it up to its present greatness, in order only that it might be 
the Depository of his blessed Gospel. Oh, no; he would not have 
us merely Depositories, but Depositaries—stewards, or /lmoners 
rather—to whom he has entrusted this great boon, to impart it to 
others who have need. 

God has done great things for us, ‘ wherefore we are glad ;” 
and he expects great things of us. Let us beware, lest when he 
“looks” to this his ‘‘ vineyard for fruit,”’ it should ‘‘ bring forth 
no fruit,’ and his displeasure be kindled against us. 

Our position is remarkably favorable for doing great good in the 
world. Our relations with other nations have been, with very few 
exceptions, entirely friendly. We have opened our gates to the 
poor and oppressed of every land. We have admitted all, come 
from whatever country, and be their religious creed what it might, 
to an equal participation in our civil and religious privileges. If 
we should, therefore, attempt to send what we as Protestants be- 
lieve to be the true Gospel, into papal or other nominally-Christian 
countries, where the “ Truth as it is in Jesus”’ has fallen before the 
march of Superstition or Infidelity, we should stand on the vantage 
ground of endeavoring to do no more than we allow the foreign 
advocates of these great errors to do in our own country. We 
have granted equal liberty to all religionists who come to our shores. 
We may, with good grace, indulge the hope that we, too, may be 
allowed to do what we can to spread the Faith which we love in 
papal and other nominally-Christian lands. If Rome sends her 
missionaries, and vast sums of money, to spread her religion here, 
she has no good reason to complain if we endeavor to carry the 
Truth into her own domains. ‘There is a propriety in our doing 
so. We should only be doing towards her, what she is doing— 
thanks to our Protestant principles, of religious freedom, carried 
out to their legitimate extent—with our consent, towards us. She 
ought not, therefore, to complain ; nor ought she to be surprised if 
we, too, abandoning the ground of defensive warfare only, should 
begin to act on that of offensive also. 

Our relations to the Heathen and Mohammedan portions of the 
world are as favorable as could be desired; and our extensive 
commerce gives us easy access to them both. Our attempts to 
carry the Gospel into them have certainly been crowned with 
an encouraging degree of success. We have nothing, on this 
score, to discourage us. On the contrary, we have much to excite 
us to still nobler efforts. As we owe our existence, in some sense, 
to the spirit of missions—a spirit which led many of our ancestors 
to come to this land with the hope of extending and promoting 
Christ’s kingdom by so doing—we owe it to ourselves, to the per- 
ishing millions, and, above all, to God, to do much to impart the 
Gospel to those nations which are destitute of it. We have, in- 
deed, done something ; but it is nothing, compared with our ability ; 

* 
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nothing compared with the wants of the world ; nothing compared 
with what God expects at our hands. 
On this point a great many people among us deceive themselves 


" in the grossest manner. Never having taken the trouble to ascer- 


tain what we are doing for foreign nations, or even what we are 
doing for our own, they seem to think we are doing too much 
abroad and too little at home. 

Now I am very far from saying that we have done enough at 
home; but I hazard nothing when I say that if we have neglected 
our own country, it has not been in consequence of what we have 
done abroad. Let us see, for a moment, how the case stands. 

Last year the sum total of all that was contributed in this land, 
by all the Evangelical Churches, did not greatly exceed siz hun- 
dred thousand dollars. This was a small sum to be raised by more 
than two millions and a half—indeed nearer three millions of 
members of said Churches—to say nothing of what was given by 
well-disposed persons who are not members of any Church. It 
was indeed a pitifully small amount for the people of this land to 
give, to diffuse in other lands that Gospel which is the source of 
all the blessings that crown their own. 

And what was done for our own country? Just about twice as 
much was contributed by our Churches to the various Societies, 
whose object is,in one way or another, to promote the extension 
of Christ’s kingdom amongst us. And if we add to this the pro- 
bable amount of what was given in all other ways to promote and 
sustain Religion at home,—by building Churches, and supporting 
pastors, and other efforts—we shall find that little short of eight 
millions of dollars were raised for the benefit of our own country. 
I do not think it was too much ; I wish it had been twice as great. 
But I must say that we ought to have done five times—if not ten 
times—as much to send the Gospel to 600,000,000 of Heathen, 
100,000,000 of Mohammedans, 140,000,000 of Papists, and 5,000,- 
000 of Jews. It is probable that, including all that is done by 
those Denominations among us which are not Evangelical, the 
sum total that is contributed for the sustentation of Religion at 
home, is not a dollar short of ten or eleven millions—that is some 
sixteen or eighteen times as much, at the least, as we are giving to 
save all the rest of the world. ‘This cannot be the fulfilling of that 
grand mission for which God, it seems to me, has raised us up as 
a nation. O,no! This is impossible. There must be great cul- 
pability attaching to our Churches concerning this subject. May 
God give us grace to see our sin, repent of it, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance—such as may be worthy of our position 
and our privileges as a people. And to his name be all the glory. 
Amen. 
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THE FUNERAL OF THE SOUL. 
And these shall go away into everlasting punishment.—Martu. 25: 46. 


As we are all familiar with the event of death, so are we also 
with its usual accompaniment, a funeral. We associate these 
—_ together, as the one naturally and necessarily follows the 
other. 

But, while we recognise the fact, and often think of the funeral 
of the body, is there not also what may be called the funeral of the 
soul? If natural death occasions a necessity for one of these 
events, why may we not believe spiritual death creates a like 
necessity for the other? If it be a fact, that natural death causes 
such a change in the state of the body, that funeral rites must be 
performed, and that the body must be removed from all connexion 
with the living, is it anything unreasonable to believe that spiritual 
death produces such a state of the soul that funeral solemnities 
should be performed over that, and that there should be a removal 
of it from the society of all the holy and the happy ? 

In proof of such a fact, the text and context are clear and deci- 
sive. Hence, my present topic is Toe Funeral oF THE Sout. 


I. Various facts are implicated in such an event, important to be 
noticed. 

1. That the kindest efforts had been made to prevent the neces- 
sity of such _—— Who does not strive to arrest the hand of 
temporal death? Had you ever a departed friend, whose funeral 
you would not have prevented had it been in your power ? 

And has there not been much done, in the Lindest way, to pre- 
vent the funeral of the soul? Was there not an atoning sacri- 
fice, of astonishing value, once offered for the very purpose of 
preventing this melancholy event? Has not the Holy Spirit, the 
Heavenly Dove, been spreading his wings in all directions to stay 
such a catastrophe? Has there not been sent the human race a 
whole volume of every variety of dissuasives from such courses as 
would lead to such an event? And has there been, anywhere in a 
Christian land, a human soul that has not been surrounded by 
kind friends who have been deeply interested in preventing its 
funeral? Was there not warning, and entreaty, and prayer? 
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And, could that benevolence have prevailed in leading the sinner 
from his sins, would there have been the funefal of the soul ? 

2. It is implied in the funeral of the soul, that all the efforts of 
kindness to prevent it have FaiLeD. So we judge when we attend 
the funeral of the body. As we look upon the wreck and ruin of 
death, we see that all the tenderness of love, and all the assiduity 
and self-denial of kindness have been baffled, and that disease and 
death have had their triumphant way. 

So the idea of the funeral of the soul carries with it the idea that, 
whatever had been the offices of Christian kindness to prevent 
that dreadful event, they had al! failed. The love of Christ, as a 
dissuasive from its sins, had been set before it in vain. ‘The gra- 
cious Spirit had striven without success. All the rebukes of con- 
science availed not. And Christian admonitions were wasted on 
unyielding hardness of heart. 

3. The funeral of the soul is most decisive of the fact, that it is 
actually peaD! We do not bury the living body, but only the 
dead. The smallest degree of life stays us. The pulsations may 
be so feeble as to require the closest and most delicate scrutiny to 
detect them. But, if they exist at all, there will be no burial. 
The procedure of the burial is founded on the most perfect assur- 
ance of.death. 

So it is because the soul ts dead, that there is the funeral of it. 
No such solemnity would occur if there were the least spark of 
spiritual life. ‘The slightest pulsation of such life would save it 
from that awful solemnity. Never was there the burial of a soul 
that was not dead. No such event could possibly occur under the 
government of God. 

4, With the funeral of a soul we cannot avoid associations of 
sorrow. It is always soin reference to the body. Its burial! How 
often it implies the burial of sweetest happiness and fondest hopes! 
That scene pours a tide of bitterness through bereaved bosoms. 
How many sighs! How many tears! 

But before there can be the funeral of a soul, what sadness there 
has been over it! Over its spiritual death were there not the tears 
of a compassionate Savior? And have not the true people of God, 
in all ages, mourned over those around them whose sinful courses 
were hastening them to a burial in the bottomless pit? Every 
association of thought with the funeral of a soul is one of sadness. 
Tears, more bitter, have never been shed in this world, than those 
of pious friends over those dear to them, who, by persistence in sin, 
were wrapping themselves in the winding-sheet of moral death, and 
making the fungral solemnities at the Great Day a dreadful cer- 
tainty ! 

5. The funeral of a soul suggests itself as an inevitable conse- 
quence of its spiritual death. It is so with the body. The rites 
we perform, in connexion with burial, are associated with the un- 
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avoidable necessity of committing it to the grave. ‘The state of 
natural death is at war with the health and life of survivors, and 
there must bea separation of the dead from us. We obey this law 
as imperious beyond question or resistance. 

So of the funeral of the soul. The event of spiritual death hav- 
ing occurred, there is no alternative. The funeral of a soul implies 
its removal from the society of all the pure and the good in the 
universe. It must be removed. It has no more elements of har- 
mony with the holy and happy servants of God, than dead bodies 
have with living ones. The burial of dead souls is an act of holy 
justice which the Infinite owes to his own character, and owes to 
the happiness of those holy beings whose bliss would be marred 
by the presence of those so utterly discordant in character. 


II. I now pass to the various circumstances attending the funeral 
of the soul. 

1. Vast numbers of souls will have the rites of burial performed 
- for them at the same time. All that finally remain dead in tres- 
passes and sins will be buried. All the fallen angels belong to 
that number, together with every member of the human family 
who had lived and died in sin. We have no means of knowin 
the number, but we have melancholy reason for believing it wi 
be very great. What vast multitudes, in all generations past, 
have passed into the grave unreconciled to God! How many are 
now living in that growing blindness of mind and hardness of 
heart, which affords sad presage that they will perish! The great 
day will be the funeral day of innumerable millions! 

2. There will be an immense assembly convened as witnesses 
of that great funeral. At the rites of burial in this world, in cases 
of distinguished persons, or when the mode of death has been ex- 
traordinary, great numbers of people are gathered. But the great- 
est scene, as respects numbers present, ever witnessed on earth, is 
as a drop to the ocean, compared with the one now in contempla- 
tion. How striking the language of one competent to inform us. 
‘¢ When the Son of Man shall come in his glory and all the holy 
angels with him.” All the angels! What a congregation! An 
Apostle speaks of the angels as *¢ an innumerable company.” And 
we read of different ranks as Archangels, Thrones, Dominions, 
Potentates, and Powers, and there are immense numbers, doubtless, 
in each rank. And we cannot but rationally suppose that, what 
would summon these orders of holy beings together, would sum- 
mon all others, if indeed these orders do not include the whole 
intelligent universe. We cannot therefore doubt, that so extraor- 
dinary an event as such a solemnity, will draw together the whole 
rational creation of God. , 

That, in addition to the holy angels, all the fallen angels will be 
present is evident from two facts : 


| 
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(1.) That direct assertion of Scripture—“ And the angels that 
kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath 
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness, unto the judgment 
of the great day.” 

(2.) The funeral rites will embrace these very beings ; for they 
are “ reserved” now in reference to the performance of that very 
solemnity over them. They of course will be there. 

And, in respect to attendance on that scene from our world, the 
context expressly affirms that before the Judge “ shall be gathered 
all nations.”” And elsewhere it is said—‘‘ And I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God; and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in the books according to 
their works.” 

If, then, all the angels of God, and all nations, and all the dead, 
both small and great, are to be present at the great funeral day of 
souls, then what a congregation! What afuneral solemnity! So 
important is it, that God summons his whole rational universe to 
witness it. Surely he must be in earnest when he appoints and 
prepares such a solemnity. What an event that burial! Whose 
soul should not have troubled thoughts concerning it ! 

No wonder this is called the Great Day! How proper to call it 
THE Great FuneraL! If the greatness of the number of specta- 
tors can impart awful grandeur and deep solemnity, this fact is not 
wanting here ! 

3. The funeral of souls will be attended with an exhibition of 
their characters. This is sometimes done at the burial of the body 
in this world. But it is a settled part of that great solemnity now 
under discussion. The funeral of souls is an event of such over- 
whelming magnitude and importance—it will be followed by con- 
sequences so terrible—it will be an act of the government of God 
so awful and so impressive upon the whole a universe, 
that the Infinite Ruler designs to unfold the reasons fully for treat- 
ing, as He then will, fallen angels and fallen men. He is about to 
bury them in the bottomless pit! But he will show, as a reason, 
that they are peap! As the testimony, that a human body was 
dead, would be the complete vindication of its burial, so the testi- 
mony that the soul is dead in trespasses and sins, will be the vin- 
dication of its burial’ in perdition! This great fact, the spiritual 
death of the soul, will be made known, for its moral character shall 
be fully disclosed. ‘For God will bring every secret thing into 
judgment.” And such will be the disclosure of iniquity, that 
“every mouth shall be stopped and the whole world found guilty 
before God.”? Then it will be seen, that such was the sinner’s 
enmity against his character, and opposition to his government, and 
resistance to his will, as to proclaim his spiritual death, and there- 
fore the glorious justice of his burial. The Judge will not de- 
clare “ These shall go away into everlasting punishment,” till he 
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has shown to the witnessing universe, that the guilty had totally 
disqualified themselves for Heaven, and that their characters had 
fitted them for no other place than the regions of woe. So start- 
ling and awful will be the display of human guilt, that there can 
be but one sentiment among all the holy myriads who witness the 
scene, expressed in the Amen that all shall give as the funeral 
sentence shall be pronounced ! 

4. Consciousness on the part of the condemned of the awful 
nature of the transaction, will be also one of the circumstances 
attending the funeral of souls. 

Burial solemnities in this world are for the inanimate and the 
unconscious. Not so in the great funeral day of souls. Those, in 
that day, about to be buried, are fully aware of what is transpiring 
about them. They know where they are, and all the terrible facts 
of their position. They can see the Infinite Judge as he “ comes 
in the clouds of Heaven with power and great glory.”” The great 
white throne is in sight, and all the holy beings who compose 
that vast assembly. The opened volume—the language of accu- 
sation—the map of earthly life—the guilt with which they are 
defiled—the frowning face of Eternal Justice—they are conscious 
ofall! Not one of the awful solemnities of the occasion is un- 
discerned, and not one but has a response of the soul’s emotions in 
their utmost intensity. 

We have read of the terrible emotions with which the supposed 
dead have been conscious of their own funeral solemnities; but 
here is that consciousness in circumstances infinitely more awful. 
Here are intelligent minds, in all the sensitiveness of rational ex- 
istence, beholding their own funeral rites, and conscious of the 
— fact, that the grave is nothing less than the bottom- 
ess pit ! 

5. In the world men execute the funeral solemnities of the de- 
parted, but in the funeral of souls God himself is the Great Execu- 
tor. It is his voice that summons death and hell to give up their 
dead. It is he that charges the guilty with their rebellion. It is 
his voice that closes the scene with the sentence—‘ Depart ye 
cursed into everlasting fire!” This is a solemnity so momentous 
that he commits it to no created hands—he presides himself. 

6. One other circumstance: there will be no resurrection of 
buried souls! We stand by the grave of the body and see it low- 
ered to that resting-place. But it will come forth. Atthe sound 
of the trump of God it will arise. 

But with the funeral of souls there can be no such associations. 
Here isa burial without aresurrection. ‘‘ He that is unjust shall be 
unjust still.” ‘‘ These shall go away”—no voice will ever recall 
them. No being will stand by the side of that awful sepulchre, 
and penetrating its horrible midnight, cry, “‘ Come forth!” Every 
spectator of that solemnity will recognise the unchangeable decision 
of the Divine Government. The burial of a guilty soul in perdi- 
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tion is a final transaction. Just as the funeral solemnities of the 
body in this world suggest and imply no return of the departed, so 
does the funeral of the soul imply no return. All the spectators 
will retire from that mighty sepulchre in the conviction that the 
buried are wrapped in the shroud of everlasting death ! 

Now let us take home to the deepest ponderings of our hearts, 
two facts : 

(1.) ‘That each of us-will be personally present at the great funeral 
day of souls. What there will be of awful grandeur, and terror, 
and glory, in that day will be before owr eyes. The Judge, the 
throne, the Book of life, the angels, holy and fallen, men redeemed 
and unredeemed—we shall see all this. And all that is to be heard 
that day, we shall hear—the voice of the Infinite Judge, the an- 
thems of angels and saints, the wailings of the lost! 

(2.) There is danger that then shall be performed the funeral 
solemnities of our own souls. Have we not sinned? And is not 
the penalty, death and consequent burial? Do we say we have 
escaped it by ‘‘ repentance toward God, and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ?” These are elements of salvation; but how many 
have fallen into deadly delusion concerning them—have taken up 
with the form without the spirit; and, though confessors of Christ 
and numbered in Zion, are in as great danger as ever of final ruin! 
By the very side of that dreadful sepulchre, and on the funeral 
day, many will hear—many that thought all was well—will hear 
the startling announcement: “I NEVER KNEW you!”? Who of 
us has not occasion to search his heart, to inquire after the grounds 
of his hope, and to seek, with all possible earnestness, to escape so 
terrible a disappointment! 

But have not the topics of this discourse met the eyes of some, 
in the consciousness of total unfitness for Eternity, since nothing 
effectual has yet been done for the safety of the soul? Bear with 
the kindness and plainness that tells you every sin you are indulg- 
ing is aiding to weave the winding-sheet that will be used in the 
Great Funeral Day! You are making yourself ready for the solem- 
nities of an everlasting burial! Indulged sin is bringing your soul 
ms such a moral state, that there can be nothing done with it but 
to bury it. 

Think too of this, you do not walk in darkness in reference to 
this great matter. God has sent you word about the great Funeral 
Day. He has drawn, in awful brightness, a picture of it, and 
made to stand out before you the prominent circumstances of that 
fearful scene. And all for the express purpose of so instructing and 
alarming you, as to prevent its becoming your own funeral day. 

Oh, mariner on the sea of life, the beacon blazes before you, 
clear and bright, kindled by God’s own hand. Will you not heed 
it? Will you go on to deal so unworthily with your Infinite Bene- 
factor and Judge, that he can do nothing with your guilty soul but 


to call the universe to see the justice of its being buried in perdi- 
tion ? 








